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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 


Material for publication in the May issue 
of the News Bulletin should be in the hands of 
Bulletin Editor, Geoff Monteith, at his address 


inside the front cover by Friday, April 23 at 
the latest. 


ADVERTISING RATES 
IN THE BULLETIN 


Single Issue Four Issues 

(One Year) 
Full Page $60 $180 
Half Page $35 $105 
Quarter Page $24 $72 


These rates apply for camera-ready copy 
supplied by the advertiser. Where this is not 
supplied a small extra charge may be made for 
preparation of the layout. 


In addition loose inserts supplied by the 
Advertiser will be included for $50 per issue. 
These should be of a size which will not 
project beyond the pages of the Bulletin. 


OPTIONAL 


AIRMAIL PERIODICALS 
FOR OVERSEAS MEMBERS 


Overseas surface mail services become 
progressively slower and less frequent. Some 
overseas members have asked if they might 
pay a surcharge on_ their membership 
subscription to enable the News Bulletin 
and/or the Journal to be sent te them by air. 
The costing of this possible option has been 
investigated and it has been decided to offer 
the option of SURFACE-AIR-LIFTED RATES for 
one or both of the Society's periodicals. The 
surcharge will vary depending on_ the 
particular Air-Mail Zone the recipient resides 
in, as follows: 


SURCHARGE FOR S.A.L. DELIVERY 
One Periodical Both Periodicals 


Zone 1 
(NZ, PNG) 4.00 7.80 


Zone 2 
(Indonesia, 6.40 11.00 
Pacific) 


zone 3 
(Asia) 7.80 15.60 


zone 4 
(USA, Middle 11.00 21.60 
East) 


Zone 5 
(Europe, Africa) 12.00 23.60 


(All amounts in Australian dollars) 


Any overseas member who desires to take 
advantage of these rates for one periodical 
(nominate whether News Bulletin or Journal) or 
both periodicals should advise the Secretary at 
his address inside the front cover. The 
member will be billed the appropriate amount. 


NOTICE 


MATERIAL IN THIS BULLETIN DOES NOT 
NECESSARILY REPRESENT THE VIEWS OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY, AND 
SHOULD NOT BE REFERRED TO - OR 
REPRODUCED WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE 
AUTHOR OF THE MATERIAL. 
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EXECUTIVE 
QUARTERLY REPORT 


Meetings 


The Executive met on 17 November and 15 
December 1987, 


Membership 


Since the previous Quarterly Report the 
Executive recorded one death, 5 applications 
for membership and elected 9 new members. 


Membership rose from 725 to 733, the 
distribution now being: 

QLD 177 VIC 93 TAS 30 

NSW 146 SA 74 NT 15 

ACT 119 WA 37 O/SEAS 42 


Membership by categories is: 


Full 550 
Joint 20 
Retired 61 
Student 96 
Honorary 6 


NEW MEMBERS 


We welcome the following new members: 


Elected 17 November 1987 


Dr A.N. Andersen, BSc(Hons), PhD, CSIRO 


Division of Wildlife and Rangelands 
Research, Tropical Ecosystems Research 
Centre, PMB 44, Winnellie, NT 5789. 


Alan is a Research Scientist working on 
plant-insect interactions and ant ecology. 


Mr P.R. Burridge, BEd, 34 Princes Street, 
Flemington, VIC 3031. Peter was a 
member of the CSIRO Division of Chemical 
and Wood Technology for some years, 
working on bioassay techniques. He is 
presently Technical Manager of Flick Pest 
Control. 


Dr P.S. Cranston, BSc, PhD, CSIRO Division 
of Entomology, PO Box 1700, Canberra, 
ACT 2601. Peter comes from the British 
Museum (NH) and is a specialist in the 
taxonomy of Chironomidae. He has 
published some 40 papers in this field. 


Dr A.J.E. Orian, BSe(Hons), PhD, DIC, 44 
Todman Avenue, Kensington, NSW 2033. 
Alfred has held posts as a teacher, Chief 


Australinn Entomological Society 


Entomologist and Agricultural Adviser to 
Sugar estates in Mauritius, and has 
published extensively on biological control 
rescarch in Mauritius, Reunion and 
Madagascar. 


Elected 15 December 1987 


Ms L.A. Lobry de Bruyn, BSe(Hons), Fiat 
1/19 Stirling Ilway, Nedlands, WA 6009. 
Lisa is a PhD student working on the role 
of ants and termites in modifying soi] 
propertics. (STUDENT MEMBER) 


Dr M.J. Kokkin, PSe(Ilons), PhD, Lecturer in 


Biology, Warrnambool Institute of 
Advanced Educution, PO Box 423, 
Warrnanibool, VIC 3280. Michael's 


interests lic in the control of chironomids 
and culicids. 


Mr B.J. Lepschi, CSIRO Division of 
Entomology, GPO Box 1700, Canberra, 
ACT 2601. Brendan is a technician with 


interests in the taxonomy, biology and 


ecology of Orthoptera, and in insect 
biogeography. 
Mr E.R. Schmidt, Zoology Department, La 


Trobe University, Bundoora, VIC 3083. 
Evan is a PhD student with interests in 


Psocoptera and biogeography. (STUDENT 
MEMBER). 

Mr P.F., Van Heurck, BSc, Department of 
Conservation and Land Management, 50 


Hayman Road, Como, WA 6152. Paul is 
an Assistant Forester, and has published 
on soil and litter fauna; he is presently 
engaged in a study of the parasites and 
pathogens of the gum leaf skeletoniser, 


Uraba lugens. 


ADDRESS CHANGES 


Mr D,. Booth, Medical Entomology Branch, NT 
Department of Health and Community 
services, GPO Box 1701, Darwin, NT 5794 
(NT). 

Dr M.C. Calver (previously Mr). 


Miss J. Comery, Plant Research Institute, 
Swan Street, Burnley, VIC 3121 (VIC). 

Ms G.M. Dolva, Zoology Department, 
University of Western Australia, 


Nedlands, WA 6009 (WA), 

Mr A.L. Dyce, 48 Queens Road, Asquith, NSW 
2077 (NSW). 

Dr G. and Mrs J.A. Ettershank, 
Sorell, TAS 7172 (VIC). 


RMB 505, 
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Mr D.M. Ewart, Melbourne College of Advanced 
Education, Institute of Early Childhood 
Development, 4 Madden Grove, Kew, VIC 
3101 (VIC). 

Mr K. Farrow, 285 Humilton Road, Chermside, 
QLD 4032 (QLD). 

Mr D.H. Foley, Entomology Department, 
University of Queensland, St Lucia, QLD 
4067 (QLD). 

Mr C.G, Freebairn, Entomology Department, 
University of Queensland, St Lucia, QLD 
4067 (QLD). 

Assoc. Prof. D. Hales (previously Dr). 


Dr J.G. Hamilton, CSIRO Cotton Research 
Unit, PO Box 59, Narrabri, NSW 2390 
(O/SEAS). 

Dr M.S. Harvey, Environmental Records 
Department, Museum of Victoria, 71 


Victoria Crescent, Abbotsford, VIC 3067 
(VIC). 

Dr P.A. Horne, Plant Research Institute, Swan 
Street, Burnley, VIC 3121 (VIC). 

Dr M. Kotzman (previously Ms) 

Mr G. Maynard, Entomology Department, 
University of Queensland, St Lucia, QLD 
4067 (QLD). 

Mr T. Passlow, 30 Dumbarton Drive, Kenmore 
QLD 4069 (QLD). 

Mr K.T. Richards, Agriculture 
(Entomology), Baron-Hay Court, 
Perth, WA 6151 (WA). 

Mr D. Runciman, 2 Manfred Place, Mooroopna, 
VIC 3629 (VIC). 

Dr R.C. Russell, Medical Entomological Unit 
(ICPMR), Westmead Hospital, Westmead, 
NSW 2145 (NSW). 

Mr G.P. Shelden, 2 Glan 
Hawthorn, VIC 3122 (VIC). 

Dr B. Thistleton, Kuk Agricultural Research 
Station, PO Box 339, Mt Hagen, Papua 
New Guinea (PNG), 


Department 
South 


Avon Road, 


Mr J.A. Vranjic, GPO Box 1469, Canberra, 
ACT 2601 (ACT). 

Dr A.L. Yen, Environmental Records 
Department, Museum of Victoria, 71 
Victoria Crescent, Abbotsford, VIC 3067 
(VIC). 


Resignations 


Mr P.E.L. Rapley (TAS) 
Dr L.E. Koch (WA) 


Death 
The Executive recorded with deep regret 


the death of Foundation Member Ms Zenta Liepa 
at Canberra on 25 October 1987. 
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EXECUTIVE NEWS ITEMS 


Competitions 


Notices of the 1988 Student Award and 
the 1988 Biological Illustration Competition were 
published in the News Bulletin for November 
1987. As of the time of writing (19 January), 
four students have indicated their intention to 
submit entries for the Student Award. A 
substantial number of entries in the Biological 
Illustration Competition is expected, many from 
students at the Newcastle College of Advanced 
Education, 


Conservation Committee 


The Executive appointed Ms Penny 
Greenslade as Convener of the Committee, and 
the following members have accepted invitions 
to serve on the Committee in 1988: Dr Alan 
Andersen,. Dr Jenny Anderson, Mr Lionel Hill, 
Dr Barbara York Nain, Dr Eric Matthews, Dr 
Tim New and Dr Don Sands. 


Airmail Posting of Publications to Overseas 
Jembers 


At the suggestion of an overseas member 
the Executive, in consultation with the Editor 
of the News Bulletin and the Business 
Manager, is now offering postage of either or 
both the Journal and the News Bulletin by 
Surface Airlifted Mail. A notice concerning 
this option, and _ the Surcharges involved, 
appears elsewhere in this News Bulletin. 


New Technical Editor 


At the suggestion of the Chief Editor, Dr 
N.W. Heather, Dr John Rogers of the 
Queensland Department of Primary Industries 
has been invited to sueceed Mr Harry 
Standfast as one of the Society's three 
Technical Editors. 


SUBSCRIPTION NOTICES 


All members’ will have received a 
subscription notice with their November 1987 
News Bulletin which detailed subscriptions for 
1988 which fell due on January Ist. It is of 
great assistance to the Society's financial 
planning if these subscriptions are paid 
promptly. Please note that the late fee should 
be added to all subscriptions returned after 
the end of February 1988. 
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Australian Entomological Society 


REGIONAL NEWS 


(AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL 
TERRITORY 


Australian National Insect Collection 


Talks have been given by Judy West 
(National Ilerbarium) on data retrieval from 
museum collections; Dave Rentz, Don Colless 
and Marianne Horak (ANIC) on Taiwan, Tuvalu 
and Holarctic museums respectively; Marianne 
Norak (ANIC) on tortricid phylogeny and 
pheromnoes; Don Colless (ANIC) on numerical 
taxonomy and the VAX; Ken Walker (VIC 
Mus.) on European wasps; John Lawrence 
(ANIC) on mycophagy in Coleoptera, and 
Marcus Matthews (BMNII) on the phylogeny 
and comparative bhiology of Heliothinac. In 
addition, we were all wowed by the superb 
slides and video film of Satoshi Kurubayashi, 
an insect photogrupher. 


These days all are rushing about like 
headless chickens trying to finish ‘Insects of 
Australia’, but there is light at the end of the 
tunnel (of love). The collection was visited in 
November by a team financed by the Japanese 
Ministry of Science to work on social insects. 
The members were T. Abe (Kyoto), S. Higashi 
(Hokkaido) and S. Imai (Misima) looking at 
ants, T. Matsumoto (Tokyo), cockroaches, and 
S. Yamane (Ibaraki), wasps. 


Don Colless retired on the 24th of 
August, but fortunately is continuing to work 
and claims to be busier than ever. He spent a 
week in August on Tuvalu, catching flies on 
rubbish dumps. The ‘new boy' is Peter 
Cranston from the BMNH who arrived on the 
Ist November and has been getting stuck into 
the flies ever since. Peter is particularly 
interested in the life histories and taxonomy of 
chironomids and his room is full of pots of 
sludge. The dipterists received a_ large 
collection from the School of Tropical Medicine 
(Sydney) including numerous types. Mike 
Irwin (illinois) is spending 2 months on the 
Therevidae. Publication of Paul Ferrar's (ex. 
ABRS funding) 2 volume work on 
Cyclorrhaphous larve is imminent. 


lan Naumann visited Brisbane (QM, DPI) 
in August and Jo Cardale and Ian had 2 weeks 
of October in the Flinders Ranges collecting 
unburnt insects. Visitors to the Hymenoptera 
have included Professor Ito (Nagoya) for 
vespids, Glynn Maynard (Queensland 
University) for bees, Soichi Yamane (Ibaraki, 


Japan) collecting Ropslidia nests, Graham 
Brown (Rydalmere) for tiphiids, Peter Dostine 
(Jabiru), Marius Wasbauer (CDA, Sacramento) 
who spent a week on pompilids, Junichi Kojima 
(Ibaraki) studying  vespid biology and 
taxonomy, Jim Allen (Cornell) for ichneumonids 
and proctotrupoids, Geoff and Sybil Monteith 
(Queensland Museum), and Andy _ Austin 
(Waite, Adelaide) who sorted out the 
Braconidae in a week. 


Dave Rentz is currently on the Atherton 
Tableland for 2 months. Andy Gearing, a PhD 
student from the Plant Puthology Institute, 
Adelaide, has been studying the vectors of 
Cucumber Mosaic Virus for 2 months. Lionel 
Hill (Devonport) looked at dipsocorids and 
Molly Hunter (Cornell) came to discuss 
biological control of aphids with Mary Carver. 
Tim New (Latrobe) visited the Neuroptera 
collection. 


Visitors to the lepidoptera have included 
Ten Fenner (DPI, NT) for pest identification; 
Bart Hacobian (Sydney) helping with the 
pyralids; Rudi Mattoni (Lepidoptera Research 
Foundation, Los Angeles) to discuss 
publications; Marcus Matthews (BMNH) and 
Randle Furr (Mississippi Agricultural and 
Forestry Experimental Station) to obtain 
cultures and live’ tissue oof Australian 
Heliothinae for a USDA/University of Maryland 
project on molecular taxonomy of pests specics; 


and Thimothy McCabe (NY State Museum, 
Albany) to study the Noctuidae. Ted Edwards 
and Ebbe Nielsen visited the Australian 


Museum and the Victorian Museum respectively 
and now only the South Australian Museum 
needs to be visited to complete’ the 
photographic index of non-ANIC types (c. 
10,000 photos). Ebbe was invited to give the 
opening address to ‘phylogenetic analysis of 
Lepidoptera', a symposium at the ESA 
Evolution 1987 conference in Boston, in late 
November. En route he briefly visited the 
Californian Academy, San _ Francisco (for 
hepialids), the British Museum, and _ the 
publishers Brill in Copenhagen. A new series, 
‘Monographs on Australian Lepidoptera’, is 
being launched by Brill with Ebbe at the helm. 
He was elected Fellow of the Sociedad 
Entomologica Argentina and has joined their 
editorial committce. 


Amongst the Coleoptera Martin Baehr 
(Munich) spent a week in December working on 
carabids, especially Psuedomorphinae, and 
Roger de Keyzer (Australian Museum) swotted 
up the cerambycids. John Lawrence gave an 
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invited talk at the 
Society's symposium 
interactions’ nat London, in September. His 
title was 'Mycophagy in Coleoptera: feeding 
strategies and morphological adaptations’. 


Entomological 
'Insect-fungus 


Royal 


Australian National University 


A symposium on ‘Molecular taxonomy and 
evolution of plants’ at RSBS on 30th November 
included papers of wider significance by Les 
Watson on non-taxonomic character 
distribution, and Brian Barlow on the dating 
of geological disjunctions. In RSBS and the 
Zoology Department PhD student seminars have 
been given by Lis van Papenrecht (esterase-6 
in Drosphila), David McCorquodale (communal 
nesting n Cerceris antipodes), Wolfgang 
Kirschner (Trigona behaviour), and Se Peyong 
Kim (taxonomy of Australian Homoneurinae). 
On 22nd September Honours and Grad. Dip. 
seminars were given by Grant Robinson 


(biology of Xyleborus truncata), Karina 
Hansen (pollination biology of Eucryphia 
moorei), Kirstin Ardlie (esterase-6 and sexual 
behaviour in Drosophila) and Phillip Hodgson 
(ectoparasites of Satay In October John 
Cloudsley-Thompson (London University) spoke 
on desert adaptations in arthorpods. John 


Trueman has begun a Grad. Dip. on Odonata 
in the Zoology Department. 


Chris Reid 


Regional Councillor 


IRORTHERN TERRITORY 


NT Museum 


On return from sabbatical leave in the US 
and UK, Elizabeth Exley visited the Muscum in 
November to examine the Apoidca. Whilst in 
the Top End, she journeyed to Wildman River 
cashew planation some 150 km East of Darwin 
which is the field site of one of her students 
who is investigating pollination of that crop. 
Elizabeth was also shown the current termite 
work of Leigh Miller and Tony Watson at Gunn 
Point by Ian Cook. 


CSIRO - Tropical Ecosystems Research Centre 


Alan Anderson has played host to several 
Japanese entomologists over the past few 
months. These included Takuya Abe (termite 
ecology, Kyoto University), Sago Higashi (ant 
ecology) and Prof Matsumoto (termite and 
cockroach ecologist, Tokyo University). 
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Enquiries: 
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50 Accession St 
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During a tour of the CSIRO research sites at 
Kapalga, they were very impressed with the 
ants and termites of the area as well as the 
barramundi! Higashi even excavated a colony 
of Odontomachus in a suburban back yard 
after recording their foraging bchaviour for 
the previous 24 hours. 


Alan has been invited to participate in 
two survey expeditions in the Kimberley region 
later this year. These are the Kimberley 
Research Project 1988, sponsored by the Royal 
Geographical and Linnean Societies of London, 
in addition to the WA Government and the 1988 
Kimberley Rainforest Survey as a part of the 
National Kainforest Conservation Program. 
During both surveys, he will be recording ant 
communities and is looking forward to 
comparing those results with data collected on 
Top End ants. 


DID Weeds Section 


The biocontrol group has stepped up 
their surveys on native insects feeding on the 
introduced weeds Sida spp. (especially S. 
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acuta) to give background information before 
the release of introduced insects later in the 
year. 


DID Agricultural Quarantine Section 


To the consternation of the section, the 
importation of traditionally built Indonesian 
prahus by some Darwin sailors continues. Of 
three such vessels sailed to Darwin towards 
the end of 1987, one supported a colony of 


=ryprorermes domesticus, including alates and 
another had moderate bostrychid infestation by 
? Heterobostrychus” sp. Fumigation with 
methyl bromide was required for both these 
boats. 


Despite the best efforts of Ted Fenner 
and AQS inspectors, no infestation was found 
on the third prahu - a relief to all concerned. 
In recent times, 5 out of eight prahus 
inspected by quarantine have had to be 
fumigated. 


DID Entomology Section 


Steve Collins recently collected specimens 
of the orchid weevil, Orchidophilus atterimus 
at Ilumpty Doo, Although widely distributed 
in many orchid growing areas, this is the first 
known occurrence in the NT. 


The normal traumas of rice 
experimentation have been experienced by Ian 
Cook and Mike Neal again this year. The dry 
season trials performed poorly when irrigation 
water from the nearby Adelaide River become 
desperately scarce late in the season and the 
wet season plantings, sown during the normal 
mid-December time slot have mostly failed to 
emerge due to waterlogging. Repeat sowings 
have been delayed by continued wet weather. 


Allan Allwood and Dick Drew (QDPI) are 
off to the International Symposium on Fruit 
flies in the Tropics at Kaula Lumpur on 14-16 
March. They, along with S. Vijaysegaran of 
MARDI, will present papers on their ACIAR 
fruit fly project in Malaysia. Allan has been 
invited to be on the panel to discuss 
cooperative research into fruit flies in the 
Asian and Pacific region. 

A late dry season survey for fruit flies in 
Kakadu National Park by Stuart Smith and 
Deanna Chin was hampered by a general lack 
of hosts although 21 fruit species were 
collected. 


NT Health - Medical Entomology Branch 


During the build up to the Wet season, 
Peter Whelan, David Booth and Graeme Dobson 


Australian Entomological Socicty 


have been on camping field trips through the 
wilds of the Finniss River area South-West of 
Darwin, ostensibly to survey the mosquito and 
biting midge fauna as part of the land use 
recommendations for the Lands Department. 
Wendy Kelton was kept busy "looking after the 
shop" with regular urban mosquito and midge 
monitoring and Aedes vigilax surveys around 
the Darwin area following the spring tides. 


Tony Clough has recently joined the 
Branch as a temporary replacement for Graeme 
Dobson who, on leave, is checking out the 
mossies of New Zealand. Tony is having his 
first taste of helicopter surveys and aeriul 
B.t.i. control of the coastal swamps around 
Darwin. He has quickly become a_ crack 
member of the airborne mossie assault squad. 


Peter Whelan recently located the 
previously unknown breeding site of Aedes 
Branch now has a4 


haecasiatus and the 
collection of these undescribed larvae. 


David Booth has been sampling mangrove 
mud to locate the breeding sites of Culicoides 
ornatus near a proposed new residential area 

arwin Harbour. Ile has had success in 
locating the larvae (and, so far, in avoiding 
crocodiles). 


Stuart Smith 
Regional Councillor 


| IREW SOUTH WALES 


METROPOLITAN SYDNEY 
The Australian Museum 


Congratulations to Dan Bickel who has 
been awarded an ABRS grant for 1988. Dan 
plans to remain at the Austrulian Museum and 
continue work on the family Dolichopodidae, 
He has begun the year with a collecting trip to 
rainforest areas in the far north of NSW with 
Geoff Williams. 


David McAlpine had a very successful trip 
to south-east Tasmania in early December 
where he collected kelpflies (Coelopidae) on 
bleak rain swept beaches. David also visited 
the Tasmanian Department of Agriculture in 
New Town to view the Diptera in the 
Department's collection. 


Roger de Keyzer, who has been working 
with David McAlpine on coelopids, has recently 
moved to the Malacology Department but Roger 
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will return to Entomology for the second half 
of '88 to continue work on coelopids. This 
work will be funded by a Marine Sciences and 
Technology Grant. 


Meanwhile, Kay Khoo returned from a 
holiday in Kuala Lumpur on January 3rd with a 
collection of insects for the Australian Museum. 


Macleay Museum 


Recent donations to the Macleay Museum 
include about 1000 specimens, representing all 
life stages of the Antarctic Flea, ouopey a 
antarcticus, from the Antarctic ivision, 
Kingston, Tasmania, Also 5000 insects, mainly 
moths, and spiders from Kuringai Chase 
National Park Collection were received in 


November and 250 insects from Australia, 
Malaysia and the Phillipines. 


Anne and Lef Dollin borrowed Woody's 
inalnaise trap for a two month collecting trip to 
the Northern Territory (including the Cobourg 
Penninsula Wildlife Sanctuary and Flora [Fauna 
Reserve) and Queensland. Their main 
intention was to collect Trigona (Apidae). 
Their trip was a success and they donated 
1048 insects, mostly Hymenoptera: 87.5% had to 
be pointed! Consequently, Woody is keen to 
hear from anyone intcrested in studying small 
bees from remote locations. 


Woody took his family for a two week 
camping holiday in November to the Wollondilly 
River and Wombat. Ile reports that this trip 
netted a small but interesting collection of 
parasitic Ilymenoptera which included 
chrysidids, evaniids, and tiphiids. Another 
holiday at Camden Haven in late December also 
provided Woody with the opportunity to get in 
some collecting and in spite of the lousy 
weather he managed to collect some asilids and 
specimens of Bembex (Sphecidae). 


The Army Malaria esearch Unit 


Steve Frances reports that the survey 
conducted in November for chiggers in the 
Innsifail area proved to be a great success. 
Specimens were collected and transported live 
to the lab where it appears they have been 
successfully established in culture. The 
females collected have developed to maturity 
und are laying eggs and, as you can imagine, 
Steve has his fingers crossed that he will be 
able to reur the immutures when they cmerge. 
This chigger culture’ will hopefully allow 
Steven to investigate the efficucy of some 
chigger repellants while recording aspects of 
their biology. 
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Tony Sweeney should return from the US 
at the end of January and Richard Piper, the 
Technical Officer who works with Tony and is 
normally based in Innisfail, is working at the 
lab in Sydney. Bob Cooper visited Darwin in 
late '87 and organised approval for the A, 
furauti survey to be conducted by the team in 
the north-eastern area of the Territory during 
May-June ‘88. 


Department of Agriculture, BCRI, Rydalmere 


In mid November the Entomology Branch 
welcomed Graham Gullick, formerly a member of 


the Army Malaria Research Unit team, as a new 
member of staff. He took up a position as 
Technical Officer (Scientific) and will work 
with Graham Baker on grasshopper and locust 
pests. Since his arrival the two Grahams have 
been involved in sampling for the wingless 
grasshopper in the tableland areas of NSW. 


Grant Herron and Alan Clift visited the 
Queensland DPI on November 29th to discuss a 
collaborative project on grain storuge and 
insect control. Vie Edge attended the 
Australian Biennial Cotton Industry Conference 
in Canberra on December Ist and the following 
day he attended a meeting of the Cotton 
Research Council to which he has _ been 
appointed recently as a member. 


A conference addressing the problems 
associated with exotic parasites of honey bees 
and the Africanized bee problem was held at 
the BCRI on December Ist. The conference, 
initiated by Eberhard Schicha and orgunised in 
co-operation with B. White (Head of 
Apiculture), was attended by Mr R. Cullen, 
Director of Animal Production Advisory 
Services and Mr W. Winner (Editor of "The 
Australian Beekeeper") as well as NSW 
Livestock Officers (Apiculture). 


Graham Brown visited the ANIC on 
November 23rd and he visited the Mt Kaputar 
National Park between the 30th November and 
4th December to conduct a survey for insects. 


Macquarie University, School of Riological 
Sciences 


November brought Ilonours seminars and 
postgraduate seminurs, as well as examination 
marking. Kate Mossop (a student of Mark 
Westoby's) was awarded lIionours Class 1; her 
second semester project was concerned with 
ant activity on fertile and non-fertile sites in 
relation to myrmecochory. 


The School as a whole did well in the 
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ARGS stakes, attracting a totul of $410,631. 


Grants with entomological interest include the 
following: 


Andy Beattie - Breeding genctics of 
some Australian orchids 
- Analysis of ant-pollen interactions 


Dick Frankham - Nature of quantitative 
genetic variation 
- Evolution of rDNA arrays in 
Drosophila (with Hatch Stokes) 


Dinah Hales - Aphid virus vectors on 
wheat and barley 
- Physiology of aphid polymorphism 


As a’ result of this, we can expect new 
faces working on some of these topics - see 
next issue! 


Sydne University, Department of £ £Plant 
Pathology and Agricultural Entomology 


Dave Sinclair, an ex-PhD student now 
with Biocontrol, visited just before Christmas. 
The Rev. James Woodward, School of Botany, 
University of Melbourne, visited in early 
Janvary, bringing with him some interesting 
cockroaches from around Broken HIll. No 
cockroach is safe from the Sydney University 
people - Ilarley Rose has been chasing them in 
south east Queensland again, 


Sydney University, Westmead liospital 


The Medical Entomology Unit is still 
awaiting the provision of laboratory space, but 
work proceeds regardless. Richard Russell is 
continuing the study of the natural history of 
Ross River virus on the south coast of NSW 
and his monthly collections of mosquitoes in 
the Batemuns Bay arena are processed for virus 
isolation by Research Assistant Peter Wells in 
the collaborating laboratory of Dr Michael 
Cloonan at Prince Henry’ Hospital; this 
summer, the prevalence of infection of local 
native vertebrates will be investigated with the 
assistance of Dr David Spratt of CSIRO Wildlife 
and Ecology. Merilyn Geary has arrived into 
temporary accommodation until renovations 
produce our laboratory and, among other 
things, is amusing herself rearing '‘flies' from 
maggots supplied by the Hospital mortuary. 


Danielle Heilpern has joined the Unit as a 
Research Assistant, having recently completed 
her Honours year at UNSW. Danielle will 
spend the coming months” sorting and 
identifying the thousands of mosquitocs 
collected in our program monitoring’ the 
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population abundance of mosquitoes in areas at 
risk of arbovirnl disease. Margaret Debcuham 
and Megan Hicks remain on the main campus in 
the University's new Department of Public 
Heulth, and efforts to complete and publish the 
remaining volumes of the ‘Mossie Monograph’ 
continue despite the uncertain future 
regarding funding - at the time of writing 


(December 1987) support for 1988 was not 
confirmed. 
CERIT 

CERIT activities, despite the Christmas 
lull, continue to expand. We have been 
awarded a Unisearch Ltd. grant to develop 
new protocols for testing cockroach 
insecticides. The grant employs Cathy Burge 


full-time to carry out this research, 


Heloisa Mariath, who has just joined the 
staff of CERIT, has had her ARGS grant 
renewed to study the ‘Genetic dissection of 
behaviour'. Heloisa and Paul Hughes of the 
NSW Department of Agriculture are planning a 
joint project to examine the genetical mapping 
of toxicological resistance. Heloisa went on a 
collecting trip to the Trangie Experimental 
Research Station in December to collect 
pyrethroid resistant strains of Lucilia cuprina. 
She presented a paper to the Genetics Society 
on the genetic basis of learning and memory. 


Danielle Heilpern, who completed her 
Honours thesis here in November, has gone to 
work for Richard Russell at Westmead Hospital. 


Alan Swan, our arid zone Technical 
Officer for the past eighteen months working 
on the Blowfly Project, is leaving and is being 
replaced by Lynette Ilutchinson, (Ilons. 
Zoology UNSW), who will go to live full time at 
the UNSW Arid Zone Research Station at 
Fowlers Gap, some 110 km north of Broken 
Hill. 


David Jordan, Veterinary Officer in 
Broken Hill visited CERIT to discuss with 
Jenny Anderson and Alan Swan the results of 
an experiment carried out at Fowlers Gap to 
test various mulesing and marking wound 
treatments. 


Dinah Hales and 
John Macdona 


Regional Councillors 
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Geoff Williams at Lansdowne, near Taree, 
had a visit from Dan Bickel of the Australian 
Museum who was chasing rainforest and 
estuary Dolichopodidae. Somchow there must 
be an effective way of camouflaging yellow-pan 
traps from the eyes of fisherman! Bill 
Allaway, of Univeristy of Sydney, also visited 
in connection with a submission being made in 
relation to a canal development proposal for 
Harrington Inlet. Much discussion ensued on 
mangrove invertebrates and =methods’ of 
sampling them. 


Yanco Agricultural Institute 


Ed Jones will retire from his position of 
Senior Entomologist at Yanco in February. His 
experience in entomological problems of the 
Riverina will be missed. We wish him well and 
are sure he will enjoy a much deserved 
overseas trip. 


David James has been successful in his 
application for entry to Research Scientist 
grading and is the _ first Departmental 
Entomologist outside the Sydney-Gosford region 
to achieve this re-classification. 


David has recently embarked on 2 major 
research projects "Earth mite management in 
establishing rapeseed" anc "Integrated control 
of spined citrus bug, Biprorulus' bibax 
Breddin in inland citrus". Funding is being 
sought for both projects and a grant from the 
citrus industry has already been forthcoming 
for the SCB project. 


A one-day seminar on insect and mite 
pests of rapeseed will be held at Yanco on 
February 18th organised jointly by the 
Department of Agriculture and the Rapeseed 
Canola Association. Particular attention will be 
paid to control strategies for earth mites which 
have caused severe problems to pastures and 
winter crops in NSW during the past 2 
winters. 


@UEENSLAND 


SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND 
Queensland Institute of Medical Research 


Brian Kay spent three weeks in China in 
December where he had discussions at the 
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Guangxi Institute of Parasitic Disease Control 
with regard to setting up joint projects to 
study the copepod Mesocyclops and its possible 
role in mosquito eradication in China. Brian 
also visited [Beijing to discuss mosquito 
problems at the Department of Ectobiology and 
Control, Institute of Microbiology and 
Epidemiology. 


Pipi Mottram is shortly to move from QIMR 
to the Department of Hesith for whom she has 
been working for some time. Her duties will 
be to work with health inspectors doing 
mosquito identifications and consulting on 
mosquito control. 


CSIRO Long locket Laboratories 


Dr Dick Bottomley from Canberra _ will 
work with Rob Sutherst and others in the 
Livestock Pest Ecology group during the next 
12 months. Rick is a Research fellow working 
on Expert Systems in relation to quarantine 
and insect pest control. 


CSIRO scientists have identified for the 
first time the toxin responsible for tick 
paralysis and may soon develop a vaccine that 
could prevent thousands of dogs, cats and 
livestock dying each year. Scientists have 
also devised a new blood test to detect people 
who are. allergic to tick-bites. These 
breakthroughs have been made by a team lead 
by Bernie Stone of CSIRO Long Pocket, 


Don Sands has received a small grant to 
assess the impact of the parasite, 
Paraceraptrocerus nyasicus as a _ biological 
control agent for white-wax scale, Gascardia 
destructor on Norfolk Island. 


Ken lIlarley retired from CSIRO Division 
of Entomology at the end of 1987 after many 
years of involvement in biological control of 
weeds projects. Ken has accepted an 
invitation to remain with CSIRO as an honorary 
research fellow. 


University of Queensland, 


Entomology 


Congratulations to Martin Taylor who was 
awarded his PhD for a thesis on the effects of 
nutrition and temperature on the life history of 
the Salvinia moth, Samea multiplicalis. Martin 
is currently with Princeton University (USA) 
on a post-doctoral fellowhsip until July 1988. 
Ile is learning molecular techniques which he is 
using to derive a phylogeny of the lycaenid 
butterfly genus Jalmenus in eastern Austrailia. 


Gary Dodson made his second trip to Iron 
Range in far northern Queensland in December 


Department. of 
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to conduct further research on the behaviour 
of Phytalmia mouldsi (Tephritidae). He had 
excellent assistance from his wife, Jill Jereb 
and postgrad, Tony Clarke. Conditions were 
much wetter and the flies less numerous than 
in the previous year but the mating system 
work was again successful. 


Greg Daniels and his wife, Alice are 
spending the first two weeks of february 
collecting insects, especially robber flies and 
pelecorhynchids, in Tasmania. They hope to 
collect widely, over as much of the island as 
possible. 


David Yeates has been appointed 
Quarantine Entomologist with the Western 
Australian Department of Agriculture in Perth 
and plans to take up the position after the 
Society Conference in May this year. 


The Inland Heliothis Research Group (P. 
Irvine, G. Fitt, P. Gregg and M. Zalucki) met 
again in December to discuss progress and 
problems with trappings of Heliothis in far 
western Queensland. 


Elizabeth Exley has returned from study 
leave spent in USA (3 months) and UK (2 
months). Visits were made to universities and 
bee labs as well as to museums holding large 
collections of Australian bees as her study was 
two-pronged - systematics and _ pollination 
programmes. Lots of new contacts were made 
but she was delighted to see many old friends 


well known in Australian entomology. These 
included Robbin Thorp, Ted Wilson, Evan 
Sugden and Dick Bohart (Davis); Elizabeth 


Bernays and Reg Chapman (Berkeley); Howard 
and Mary Alice Evans (Colorado); Charles and 
Mary Michener, Alex and Geri Slater, Vivienne 
Harris (Kansas); Bill Atchley (North 
Carolina); Suzanne Batra (Washington); Steve 


Simpson and John Ismay (Oxford); Mike 
Claridge (Cardiff); Lawrence Mound, Ian 
Gauld, Zdenek Boucek and John Noyes 


(London). 


Research on the use of neem_ seed 
extracts for control of insect and arachnid 
pests is proceeding apace in the Department 
and in co-operation with Scientists from DPI 
Horticulture and Entomology Branches and 
grower and commercial organisations. These 
various bodies sent delegates to "Ausneem 
One", a workshop held on January 5 in the 
Department. Bruce Sabine of DPI Entomology 
Branch ably chaired the workshop and Jean 
Erbacher acted as 'raporteur'. Four main 
sessions were held and lunch and morning and 
afternoon teas were served. Session one 
outlined the world perspective on neem 
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research; two dealt with work going on in 
Australia; three covered the economic factors 


and prospects for commercialisation; and 
session four was devoted to an _ overall 
discussion. Finally, recommendations were 
made regarding the appropriate steps to 


establish an Australian neem industry to meet 
our future needs for a safe, natural pesticide. 

On January, 15 the Department reccived a 
visit from Professor Clifford Hoelscher of the 
Texas A & M University. le gave a seminar 
on the International Entomology Workshop at 
the Texas A & M cach year and on details of 
the screw-worm control programme which has 
just successfully eliminated this serious pest 
fly from Mexico. This means that the fly has 
now been eliminated from the whole of North 
America. 


Gimme Walter has been spending time in 
recent weeks collecting Heliothis punctigera in 
native host plants in central Queensland. 
Gimme has also been visited by Grant Robinson 
who is planning to do a PhD in the Department 
on green vegetable bug population dynamics, 


Eric Reye will no longer be employed by 
the University but expects to continue to 
catalogue its biting midge collection and 
prepare a popular booklet on biting midges on 
behalf of the Department. He is carrying on 
with consultation work in a private capacity. 


Ross Antonson, from Yale University, is 
visting the Department for 5 months to work 
with Hugh Paterson on Drosophila courtship 
behaviour. Dr Roger Bultin, Department of 
Zoology, University College, Cardiff, who 
works on rice leafhoppers and evolutionary 
biology will visit during February. Dr Donald 
Quicke, from Sheffield University will visit on 
a University of Queensland Travel Grant in 
mid-July to study and collect braconid wasps, 
Dr David Lambert, from University of 
Auckland, arrived in December for 3 months 
work on evolutionary biology 


Queensland Museum 


Visitors have included Mike Irwin, from 
University of Illinois, looking at therevid flies, 
Kris Jacques, from Grafton, looking at 
staphylinid beetles, Ken Walker, from 
Melbourne, looking at bees, Doug Wallace, from 
Rockhampton, looking at theraphosid spiders, 
Graham Wishart, from Gerringong, to discuss 
Idiopid spiders and Bill Dowd, from James 
Cook University. 


Congratulations to kKobert Raven for 
receiving an ARGS grant of $12,000 for his 
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project "Mygalomorph Genera of the World: 
Taxonomy, Cladistics, and Biogeography, with 
an Emphasis on Spiders of Australia and the 
Western Pacific". 


Geoff Monteith, Geoff Thompson and Julie 
Gallon were joined by David Ycates of the 
University of Queensland for a _ week's 
collecting in December at Mt Moffat on the high 
tableland behind Carnarvon Gorge in central 
Queensland. 16 butterfly species were taken 
additional to those from a previous visit in 
September 1986 bringing the total for the area 
to more than 60. 


Queensland Agricultural College 


On January 7 and 15 Summer schools for 
the “Agricultural Project Club Branches" were 
conducted at QAC, with student groups 
representing many areas of Queensland in 
attendance. During their stay on the campus 
the students were given an insight into the 
Anatomy and Physiology of the insects, along 
with their characteristics and control 
measures. Overall it was a very sucessful 
Summer School, with enthusiastic students. 


Trials on helicopter spraying efficiency 
were conducted by the Pesticide Application 
Centre, (of QAC) for ACT forests. 


Although it has been fairly quiet at the 
College, one specimen provided some interest 
when it escaped in one of the offices, the 


specimen being a Toowoomba Funnel Web 
spider. 
Visitors to the Plant Protection 


Department included four Iranian's who visited 
Errol to discuss cotton, maize and vegetable 
pests in Lockyer and their control. 


DPI Country Centres 


On the Granite Belt fear of a resistance 
problem to miticides has prompted Frank Page 
to undertake ai study of the effects of 
fungicides on the predatory mites 


Typhlodromus ri, T. £occidentalis and 
Ph tosefulus persimilis. | Frank is now 
monitoring farmers’ blocks for integrated mite 
control should mite resistance develop. to 
current miticides, 


In late December Marcus Mathews of the 
British Museum of Natural History and Randle 
Furr from Mississippi State University visited 
Toowoomba and collected two female Heliothis 
rubrescens from a black light tube but failed 
to collect off a local host, flowering Indian 
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weed, Siegesbeckia orientalis. Randle was 
disappointed at not being able to collect H. 
rubrescens eggs for shipment home to start a 
colony at Mississippi State University. 


Final year Ag Science student, Lewis 
Lyndon, visited Bjelke-Petersen Research 
Station in Kingaroy in late January and was 
briefed on soybean host plant resistance. In 
Toowoomba Lewis became involved in plant 
resistance work being researched at Gatton 
and on the Downs, in particular, the possible 
genetic resistance of sunflowers to Rutherglen 
bug. 


DPI Indooroopilly 


Neil Heather returned in mid December 
from a trip to Chile with stop overs in 
California and Hawaii enroute home, In 
Santiago, Chile, Neil participated in a 
workshop on the use of irradiation for plant 
quarantine in Chile and Latin America. In 
California and Hawaii, Neil was able to discuss 
fruit fly disinfestation research with 
counterparts in USDA. 


Errol Hassan and 
argaret Schneider 
Regional Councillors 


NORTH QUEENSLAND NEWS 


Biocontrol of solider fly (BSES, Gordonvale) 


Peter Allsopp (BSES Bundaberg) visited 
Meringa to discuss and view soldicr fly 
(Inopus) populations on the coast at Innisfail 
and on Tablelands pastures. Keith Chandler 
suggests that biocontrol operating there may 
provide a key to managing similar problems at 
Bundaberg and Mackay. 


Froghopper again active on sugarcane (BSES 


Gordonvale) 


The froghopper Eoscarta carnifex 
(Cercopoidea) was collected as early as 
but was described as a pest of sugarcane for 
the first time in 1987. It causes a leaf blight 
which has for the past three years been 
blamed on a pathogen. Keith Chandler reports 
that it is again increasing on sugarcane in the 
Tully and Ingham areas, to which districts it 
seems to be confined at present. Its 
developmental biology is being monitored and 
some control experiments may be attempted to 
assess losses, if any. 
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White grubs, scarabs, mealy bugs, etc. (DPI 
Mareeba) “Bes St 


Cam Muir (CFL) visited in October with 
three French entomologists from Paris and 
Reunion to discuss controlled rclease 
insecticides and white grub problems in 
Tableland crops. 


Peter Allsopp and Feith Chandler visited 
to discuss soil pests of mutuul interest and 
taxonomy of scarabs. 


Mealy bugs have been causing problems 
for the last three years on hoop pines on the 
Atherton Tablelands. Ross Wylic (Queensland 
Forestry Department) visited Mareeba DPI to 
talk about this problem and also to look at 
hardwood evaluation trials being undertaken 
near Mackay. 


Limnolo in Townsville (James Cook 
University) 
lan Campbell of the Chisholm Institute, 


Melbourne, will be a visiting scientist at JCU 
during 1988, studying mayflies. In May, a 
meeting of the Limnological Society will be held 
on Magnetic Island; interested persons should 
contact Richard Pearson (Zoology Department, 
JCU). 


While on the subject of freshwater 
arthropods, dragonfly enthusiasts will be 
interested to hear that Prof Minter J. Westfall, 
formerly of University of Florida and now 
Curator of the International Odonatological 
Research Museum, will be in North Queensland 
in late January. James Cook University's 
newly-acquired dragonfly zoologist Richard 
Rowe might be able to provide further 
information about Prof Westfall's itinerary if 
this news is timely. 


Mackay understaffed (SRI, Mackay) 


Following the retirement of Mr B.L. 
Hitchcock (BSES), it seems that Debbie Rae, 
working on the measly bug  Sacchariosus 
sacchari, is the only employed entomologist in 
Mackay. If this is correct, it is, hopefully, a 
temporary situation. No doubt Mt Ilitchcock 
will continute to contribute, however, to the 
entomological knowledge of this area. 


Mike Downes 


Regional Councillor 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


CSINO 


Prof. Mike Irwin from the University of 
Illinois and Dr Ev. Schlinger from California 
visited in mid-November during a_ collecting 


trip to WA, 
Dr Cliff lMloelscher, of the Texas 
Agricultural Extension Service, visited’ in 


January to discuss dung beetle and bushfly 
research with James Ridsdill Smith and John 
Matthiessen, 


WA Department of Agriculture 


Mike Irwin visited John Sandow to discuss 
plant virus transmission by aphids. 


Nic Monzu visited Peter James and Simon 
Ellis in Adelaide and Jeff Herdegen in Cowra, 
NSW, to help explain and set up trials in those 
areas of his forecasting system for blowfly 
strike of sheep. Nic also took the opportunity 
to discuss Jeff Herdegren's thesis on blowfly 
control with him. 


Kingsley Fisher attended the conference 
of the Australian Meat and Livestock Research 
and Development Corporation in Albury in 
December to talk to farmers and AMLRDC 
officials about his project on the biocontrol of 
dock. 


Peter McFadden left Perth for Kununurra 
in January, Peter is now the resident 
Departmental entomologist for the 440,000 sqkm 
Kimberley region. He doesn't expect to enjoy 
a great deal of spare time while he gets to 
know his new empire. Peter replaces Mark 
Heap who did a stirling job in the aren for 
more than 5 years and has now Ieft for 
greener climes as a horticulturalist in South 
Australia. 


Dr Cliff Hoclscher, of the Texas 
Agricultural Extension Service, spoke with 
Anne Hill and Nic Monzu in February about 
their work with sheep blowflies. Dr Iloelscher 
gave a seminar at the Department on recent 
developments in livestock entomology in the 
USA, 


WA Health Department 
Tony Wright made aé tour of the 


Kimberleys in November to. discuss. the 
mosquito control programme with the various 
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participants and to bolster their morale. He 
plans another tour in March. Tony will 
release a major report shortly on mosquito 
control in the Mandurah region. 


WA Museum 


October was a busy month for visitors at 
the Museum. Prof Mike Irwin, of the Illinois 
Natura] History Survey visited to examine the 
Therevid collection. Dr Rudi Mattoni from the 
Lepidopteran Research Foundation, California, 
visited for general discussions. Drs Martin 
Baehr and Roland Gerstmcier, from Munich, 
visited to examine the Curabid and Clerid 
beetle collections respectively. 

Bill Humphreys found troglodytic 
arthropods, including a cricket and a 
cockroach, in caves at NW Cape, and is 
planning another trip in August and September 
involving various specialists and funded by the 
Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service. 


Peter McMillan has been contracted by 
Associated Minerals Consolidated Ltd _ to 
undertake a survey of  ground-dwelling 
arthropods in rehabilitated mineral sand mines 
at Eneabba. 


Lou Koch retired from the Museum on 30 
November 1987 after 27 years of service. Lou 
was well known for his work on the taxonomy 
and biology of the Australian scorpions and 
centipedes, and also was respected for his 
knowledge of spiders. 


Murdoch University 


Natalie Hill has started work on an 
Honours project supervised by Jenny Davis on 
the effects of pesticides used for midge control 
on non-target fauna in wetland arcas. 


Mark Lund is looking at the potential of 
Chironomid larvae as fish food to be marketed 
by the petfood industry. Mark's work is also 
being supervised by Jenny Davis and is 
supported by a Neville Stanley Studentship 
provided hy the WA Government as part of a 
plan to forge closer links between commerce 
and Universilics. 


WA Department of Conservation und Land 
Management 


Inn Abbott spent a 
checking for leaf miners in jarrah _ in 
November. After ensuring there would be 
something to see, lan led a VIP tour of the 
CALM policy directorate to inspect leaf miner 
damage in the area. 


week in Collie 
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General 


Western Australian members had a meeting 
on November 24 in the Kings Park Lecture 
Theatre. Andy Sproul, Jon Majer, Jenny 
Davis and Mike Irwin gave short talks and 25 
members and other entomologists enjoyed one 
of their rare chances to get together and catch 
up with everyone's news and work, 


Anne Hill 


I. erional Councillor 


OUTH AUSTRALIA 


Department of Zoology 


Ernest Adams, of Edungalba, Queensland, 
has been reappointed for three years as a 
Field Associate in the University of Adelaide 
(Department of Zoology). 


In early December Alice Wells spent ao day 
in the Entomology Section of the Museum of 
Victoria before continuing on a field trip to 
collect hydroptilids through northeastern 
Victoria into southeastern New South Wales, 
and back through eastern Victoria. 


Department of Agriculture 


As a result of their work with a native 
rhabditid nematode which can _ kill’ the 
introduced Portuguese millipede, Steve 
MckKillup and Mark Skewes have uttracted a 
West German nematologist, Dr Franz Schulte, 
who is working with them until March. Dr 


Schulte recently completed his Ph.D. at the 
Free University of Berlin and has _ had 
considerable experience in working’ with 


rhabditid nematodes. His visit to Australiu is 
entirely funded by a postdoctoral fellowship 
awarded by the German Scientific Community. 


The native rhuabditid appears tuo be a new 
species and Dr Schulte plans to describe it 
and study its life cycle and mode of infection. 
It is hoped that this work may suggest 
alternative ways of formulating and applying 
the nematode as a biological control agent 
against the Portuguese millipede. 


Department of Entomology - Waite Institute 


lan Dadour will be arriving in February 
to work as a postdoctoral fellow with Mike 
Keller on the behaviour and_ genetics of 
parasitic hymenoptera. Peter Miles has 
employed Peng Zhongkui as a Research Officer 
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on a new AGRS-funded project to study 
feeding site selection by aphids. Meanwhile, 
Dennis Haugen has been releasing 
gonad-munching nematodes to curb the 
outbreak of Sirex wasp in the Pinus 
plantations of the South East. The outbreak 
is one of the world's worst ever, with 1.8 


million dead trees. 


Our two honours students, Andrew Green 
and Bill Frost, both gained IA honours, with 
"Frostie" also being awarded the Browning 
medal for distinction in Entomology. Saartje 
Rondonuwu has completed her thesis on the 
biology of the cypress twig borer, and has 
returned home to _ Indonesia. She is 
Superseded by Ross IJLardner who, after 
winning the Society's 1987 student prize, has 
arrived to undertake postgraduate studies in 
the Department. He will be working on the 


ecology of Phytomyza (Dipt.) and _ its 
parasitoids. 


An honorary entomologist, David Dall, 
who was working in Plant Pathology, has left 
to join the team at Roche Institute of Molecular 
Biology in New Jersey. Mark Harvey from the 


Museum in Melbourne spent one week sorting 
the Departmental collection of arachnids. He 
also told many jokes and gave a seminar on his 
watermite research. Tom White, many years 
after leaving the Department, has returned as 
an Honorary Visiting Research Fellow. He has 
retired as Dean of the School of Applied 
Science at RMIHE, and will be writing a book 
on the ecology and nutrition of insects. 


The annual field camp at Mortlock and the 
South East tour were both overcome without 
major incident, A symposium on animal ecology 
was also organised in honour of Emeritus 
Professor H.G. Andrewarth'a 80th birthday, 
with several of his former students coming 
from interstate to present papers. 


South Australian Museum 


Part 5 of Eric Matthews' "Guide to the 
Genera of Beetles of South Australia" appeared 
in November 1987. This marks the halfway 
point in the series. 


Recent visitors include Dr Matsumoto 
(University of Tokyo) and Dr Abe (University 
of Kyoto) who visited the Entomology section 
to talk about termites and beetles; and Dr 
Rudolph Mattoni, of California, editor of the 
Journal of Research on the Lepidoptera, who 
visited in October 1987 and spent some time 
with Bob Fisher discussing butterflies. In 
addition, Mark Harvey spent a day in the 
Arachnid Section explaining his returned 
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pseudoscorpion loans and discussing watermite 
taxonomy. 


Gordon Gross and David Ilirst made a 
collecting trip to Kangaroo Island for a couple 
of weeks in November. David found a number 
of spiders not yet collected on the mainland, 
including representatives of three families not 
previously known from South Australia. 


Alice Wells and Duncan Macka 
Regional Councillors 


L SWICTORIA 
CSIRO Division of #£ Forestr and Forest 
Products " 


On the ist Janaury 1988, the CSIRO 
Division of Chemical and Wood Technology 
became the Division of Forestry and Forest 


Products. This new title reflects the 
amalgamation of the old Chemical and Wood 
Technology (Clayton, VIC) aand_ “Forest 
Research (ACT) groups. Thus, since John 


French joined CSIRO in 1972, he has witnessed 
5 name changes to his group. Curious thing 
is, though, that he's still doing the same line 
of research. 


John French also reports that over the 
years he has had many enquiries from people 
suffering from "borers in the their drawers" - 
but never "termites in the bed". Last month, 
John found severial soldiers and workers of 
the subterranean termite Coptotermes 
acinaciformis between/within the sheets of a 
woman's bed in a hospital in Footscray. The 
woman swore that she had never seen such big 
bed-bugs! 


Andrew Martin has resigned to take up 
the position of Technical Manager, W.A. Flick 
& Co., Australia. 


Plant Research Institute, Burnley 


Garry McDonald, with colleagues Alistair 
Drake and Roger Farrow from CSIRO 
Entomology, completed a major 4 week study of 
Mythimna convecta (common armyworm) moth 
emergence and migration at Eugowra, NSW in 
November. The study, which included the use 
of the CSIRO Entomological radar, provided 
valuable new information on M. convecta 
movements. Dr Gavin Gatehouse, an _ insect 
migration specialist from the University of 
North Wales visited Victoria after inspecting 
the Eugowra site. Apart from discussions on 
his African armyworm work with Garry, Gavin 
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was shown an impressive urmyworm outbreak in 
Western Victoria and moth accumulations and 
migrations along the Victorian coast, 


Michael Braby welcomed to PRI Fubian 
Douglas, a naturalist and amateur entomologist 
from the Victorian Mallee. Fabian is studying 
beetles in the Mallee and was interested to 


examine the Buprestidae of the PRI Insect 
Collection. 
Monash University, Zoology Department 

George Ettershank retired in 


mid-December and is presently pursuing his 
interests in Tasmania. 


La Trobe University, Zoology Department 


lan Thornton is in Indonesia studying 
psocids. Alan Marshall and Paul Cooper 
(A.N.V.) visited Heron island, on their annual 
sojourn, before attending the 10th Australian 
Conference an Electron Microscopy where they 
caught up with Greg Rippon. 


Seamus Ward has returned to Europe for 
a few weeks to catch-up with colleagues in the 
Netherlands and Belgium. 


Tim New is not away, but is rather 
gallantly captaining the departmental’ ship 
through the difficult water of internal reviews. 


John Ilutchins, from the New Zealand 
Ministry of Forestry is visiting for 6 weeks 


and is busily collecting parasites of eucalypt 
sawflies. 


fcith Turnbull Research Institute, Frankston 


The new quarantine building was officially 
opened by the Honournble Ms Joan Kirner, 
Minister for Conservation Forests and Lands 
during an Institute open day attended by more 
than 1400 people during November 1987. A 
geometrid moth Comostolopsis germana, has 
been imported from outh Africa and is 
currently under investigation to determine its 
specificity and damage potential to Boneseed 
and Bitou bush. Permission has at last been 
granted for the release of the ragwort leaf and 
crown boring moth, Cochylis atricapitana in 
Victoria. It is hoped — that s moth will 
compliment the root feeding activities of the 
flea beetles Longitarsus flavicornis and 
Lon meres jacobaene which are also being 
reared and 


releascd, 
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Museum of Victoria, Environmental Records 


Department 


Not much has happened over the last 
couple of months as most staff have taken 
their annual leave, Mark Harvey has had his 
ABRS grant renewed into the second year for 
him to complete his guide to the genera of 
Australian water mites. Alan Yen spent two 
weeks in the Sunset Country (north west 
Victoria) putting up a new set of trap siles to 
collect invertebrates and reptiles, and counting 
the enormous number of feral goats in the 
area. 


Peter Stahle and Don Ewart 


Regional Councillors 


OVERSEAS NEWS 


JPREW ZEALAND 


A five year old Dunedin boy on holiday 
near the Homer tunnel in Westland caught one 
of our more unusual flies recently. , 

The fly, Exsul singularis is quite rare 
and sputelt the most unusual fly in the 
world". It has a hugh ungainly pair of black 
wings and is apparently carnivorous. The 
fly's large wings and alpine habitat make it 
somewhat of an enigma. 


Antony Harris, the invertebrate zoologist 
at Otago Museum is quite excited by the find: 
Hie was aware of its existence but had never 
captured one himself. The last recorded 
capture was in 1941, the specimen like the new 
acqusitiion, being held in the Otago Museum. 
Nothing is known of the lifecycle of the fly. 


John Tenquist 
iZ Correspondent 
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NEWS FROM 
AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 


ENTOMOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY 
OF NEW SOUTH WALES 


The Society ended the year with a rush 
of activity all of which contributed to our 
enjoyment of entomology. 


A collecting trip to Munmorah State 
Kecreation Area on the weekend 30 October - 1 
November was attended by 28 keen collectors 
and a wide range of insect and spider material 
was collected both during the daylight hours 
and at night (insect lights were run at two 
localities within the park). A list of the 
species found is being prepared for the 
management of the SRA [Photograph shows the 
Society at the Geebung Camp site in Munmorah 
SRA - left to right (adults only) John 
Macdonald, Graham srown, Bronwyn 
Underwood, Mike Gray, Barbara Moulds, Marek 


,* wt. 
‘ ym 
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Zabka (foreground), Max Moulds, Mary Ann 
Terras, Robert Hales, Mark Stevens (at back), 
Fiona soon-to-be-Stevens, Dinuh Hales, Ken 
Fairey), 


A taxonomy discussion group has been 
formed to assist the interchange of ideas and 
discussion of problems peculiar to taxonomists. 
Two meetings have been held so far, both in 
the Entomology Department of the Australian 
Museum. The first meeting was used to 
determine the direction of the group and the 
types of issues that taxonomists in the local 
area wanted to discuss. The second meeting 
was on the species concept and Woody Horning 
led a discussion on the problems cncountered 
when attempting to apply classical taxonomic 
procedures to the Tardigrada. This led to a 
discussion of ulternative approaches to the 
taxonomy of this Phylum. The next meeting 
will be held on 23rd March, also at the 
Australian Museum and will concentrate on the 
limitations of morphological approaches’ to 
taxonomy. All visitors are welcome (as they 
are to all Society functions). 


Gracme Smith of Bnayer Australia Ltd 
spoke to the Novembor meeting on Silverfish, 
particularly the native Australian fauna, on 
which he has been working as a_ private 


_ * 
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interest. As with recent talks by Glen Ilunt 
on harvestmen and Noel Tait on Onychophora, 


the Society was introduced to a group of 
Australian organisms that few workers have 
investigated and Graeme sparked an 


enthusiastic response from his audiencc. 


The year ended with a_ well-attended 
barbecue at the Biological and Chemical 
Research Institute, Rydalmere, in December. 


The first meeting of 1988 (February 3rd) 
will be addressed by Graham Brown whose 
topic will be the biology of Australian tiphiid 
flower wasps (or "Orchid lovers of the insect 
world"). 


Murray Fletcher 
Representative Councillor 


23° ENTOMOLOGICAL SOC. 
“¥ OF VICTORIA 


At the November 1987 Council Meeting, Mr 
R.L. Brunet wus recommended and accepted as 
the recipient of this year's "Zoo" Le Souef 
Memorial Award. The nominations were of a 
very high standard and the final choice was a 
difficult one. Mr Brunet will be well known to 
many for his’ delightful publications = on 
Australian insects. It is hoped Mr Brunet will 
be able to muke a ‘collecting’ trip to Victoria 
to both receive the award and add to his 
Victorian collection of insects. 


The Notes and Exhibits December meeting 
was well attended and proved an interesting 
and successi{ul night. There were ten 
exhibitors who spoke on a variety of insects 


from the Orders’ Lepidoptera, Hemiptera, 
Hymenoptera and Neuroptera. After the 
meeting, members and guests joined in a 


Christmas supper. 


The February 1988 meeting will be 
addressed by Mr David Crosby who will speak 
on Butterfly Conservation in Britain and at the 
April meeting Mr Phillip Hicks will speak on 
Insect Pests in the Garden. 


Ken Walker 
Representative Councillor 


y ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
: OF QUEENSLAND 


A small group of members attended a 
collecting camp at Mt Mistake organized by Neil 
Gough on the weekend of November 21-22. 


’ ‘ 
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Good daytime and light-trap collecting was 
enjoyed but the highlight was perhaps the 
nocturnal visffs. by a Tiger Cat, Dasyurus 
maculutus, which accepted hand feeding. 


The last social activity of the Society for 
1987 was the annual barbeque, held at DPI 
Entomology Branch, Indooroopilly and attended 
by 46 members and visitors. At the notes and 
exhibits meeting which followed, five exhibits 
or short addresses were given on a variety of 
topics. 


The next meeting of the Society will be 
the Annual General Meeting to be held at the 
University of Queenslund on May, 14th March, 
1988 at 8.00 pm in room 323 of the Hartley 
Teakle Building. Annual Reports for 1987 will 
be presented and the Council for 1988 elected. 
The main business will be the Presidential 
Address of the retiring President, Dr Rachel 
McFadyen, 


Greg Daniels 
‘.cpresentative Councillor 


POSTGRADUATE PROJECT 
LIST FOR 1988 


Dinah Hales, of Macquarie University, has 
kindly agreed to gather and collate information 
for our annual list of postgraduate projects in 
entomology in Australia. This will appear in 
the May issue of the News Bulletin. Dinah will 
be approaching contacts in all the universities 
shortly and these are encouraged to respond 
quickly to speed the process. Postgraduate 
students who are studying insects but who 
may be in departments not traditionally 
associated with entomology may be overlooked 
and are advised to send their details directly 
to Dinah, 


STUDENT AWARD AND 
ILLUSTRATION COMPETITION 


Prospective entrants in either of these 
competitions are reminded that the deadline for 
entries is March 31 this vear. Details of the 
competitions and entry forms were incorporated 
in the November News Bulletin. 
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OBITUARY 


ZENTA ROSALIA LIEPA 
Jan 22, 1927 - Oct 25, 1987 


Zenta Liepa, a foundation member of this 
Society, died in Canberra on 25th October, 
1987, after a courageous two-year battle 
against lung cancer. Having served for 36 
years - more than half her life - in the 
Division of Entomology, CSIRO, she had a 


large circle of friends and acquaintances 
amongst Australian entomologists and world 
dipterists. Professionally and personally, she 
will be greatly missed. 


Zenta was born on 22nd January, 1927, in 
Riga, Latvia. The family name was actually 
Liepa-Liepins, but in later years she shortened 
this to the simpler version by which we knew 
her. lIler mother died in childbirth, and she 
was raised by her grandmother and aunt. By 
1944, she had completed 3 years of high school 
and laid the foundations for a lasting love of 
history and literature; but Riga was by then 
coming under attack from the returning 
Russian armies. It was no place for a 17-year 
old girl; so, with her family's blessing and by 
the skin of her teeth, she got away on the 
last ship to Germany. 
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She spent the next 3 years, first in a 
munitions factory in Ulm, and then, after the 
German surrender, in various camps _ for 
"Displaced Persons". During the latter phase 
she managed to complete her tertiary education 
in a special, Latvian high school. Her English 
was good, and by 1947 she was working as 
assistant librarian in a US Army = Special 
Service Club in Esslingen. There the chance 
came to migrate to Australia. She seized it 
immediately, and arrived here in November, 
1947, in the first migrant transport (ironically 
called the "First Fleet" in some circles). 


In Australia Zenta elected to go to 
Canberra to fulfill her required 2-year work 
contract: as a waitress, first in Acton Guest 


House and later in Lawley House. in, i 
believe, the latter place, she became 
acquainted with Dr S.J. Paramonov, also a 


Displaced Person and newly appointed to the 
Division of Entomology as our first full-time 
taxonomist (of Diptera). Paramonov was a 
highly cultured man, fluent not only in his 
native Russian but also in his mother's French 
and the German of his science; but his English 
was awful! No doubt Zenta's general education 
played a part; but it seems very likely that 
her fluent German greatly influenced her next 
step, to a post as Paramonov's assistant in the 
Division of Entomology. Initially temporary, 


the position was made permanent in March 
1954, after her naturalisation during the 
previous year. 

During the next 10 years Paramonov 


passcd on to 7Zenta his’ great skill and 
meticulous standards in the _ collection § and 
preparation of specimens, as well as a wide 
acquaintance with the taxonomy and biology of 
the Diptera. In lab and ficld she served him 
faithfully while together they built up a 
magnificent collection of Australian Diptera. 
And from May, 1960, she found herself 
attempting to pass on her acquired skills to 
Paramononov's successor (me!), who arrived 
with a specialised knowledge of mosquitoes and 
little else! Nor did her service to Paramonov 
end there; for another 7 years she acted as 
his part-time assistant and, especially during 


his last long illness, his factotum and loyal 
friend. 


Apart from these technical services, Zenta 
established two important projects: a card 
catalogue of Australian Diptera and (on her 
own initiative) a gazetteer of Australian place 
names. The formcr will probably soon beconie 
redundant, but has served us well for many 
years. And the latter, although alrendy 
formally redundant, is still useful (e.g. just 
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try to find the location of Wilson's Downfall, 


NSW!). Talents of this kind enabled her also 
to publish a valuable bibliography of 
Paramonov's voluminous’ taxonomic output 


(1969), and later to do most of the hard work 
in our co-authored catalogue of Oriental 
Mycetophilidae (1973). Eventually she became 
largely responsible for searching the current 
literature for taxonomically important papers 
and dealing with a wide variety of requests for 
material or information. For these services 
regular promotions brought her in 1982 to 
Senior Technical Officer Grade 2, the effective 
ceiling for her post. 


Curiously, although she worked in a 
scientific fireld Zenta was not at. heart 
scientifically inclined; nor had she much 


knowledge, or sympathy with, the scientific 
process per se. She had while at school an 
amibition to become an archaeologist; but this 
probably reflected more her deep interest in 
history. Her real loves were language, 
literature, poetry, and (in later years) lawn 
bowls - bringing to the latter the cnthusiasm 
and skill that she hed, I gather, once 
displayed on the hockey field. She was 
attracted to taxonomy, I believe, by its formal 
neatness and by the opportunity to use her 
various skills on objects that she had come to 
see as beautiful. There is perhaps some 
parallel here with her hobbies, of collecting 
stamps and of weaving attractive fabrics with 
traditional Latvian folk-patterns. 


In about 1962 Zenta took up part-time 
studies at the Australian National University: 
but in Arts, majoring in History and Pol. Sci. 
She graduated in 1967, but a Master's degree, 
commenced in 1968, was never completed. 
During this period she became quite deeply 
involved in current affairs and the political life 
of the ANU and Canberra, without, however, 
any reduction in the enthusiasm she brought 
to her work. She had, in fact, an enormous 
capacity for work that’ interested her. 
Perhaps her case might warn us, against too 
rigidly favouring the scientifcally trained as 
assistants to taxonomists. 


To me personally Zenta was invaluable, 
able to anticipate most of our needs and to 
fulfill them on her own initiative, thus allowing 


me to widen the range of my activities. She 
was a fiercely loyal colleague and a good 
friend - fortunately we shared many values, 


including our sense of humour and a love of 
cricket. She also made many friends umong 
the world's dipterists through her cheerful 
dealings with their many needs for materials or 
information. We shall all miss her greatly. 
Perhaps it is only fitting that the Division of 
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Entomology could not afford to replace her. 
Hers would be a hard uct to follow! 


Don Colless 
Division of Entomology 
CSIRO 


REPORTS FROM OUR 
GLOBAL MEDIA SERVICES 


* * x 


@ CINCINNATI: Two men armed 
with a cicada apparently stole $25 
from a restaurant’s cash register after 
using the insect to scare away the 
cashier. The two men, in their 20s, 
walked into the restaurant brandishing 
a cicada, which ts big but harmless. 
They thrust it at cashier Marquisa 


Kellogg, 22, who fled. 


* * *x 


Mosquitoes invade 
Sahara Desert 


ALGIERS — Swarms. of 
mosquitoes have invaded the 
Tassili area in the middle of 
the Sahara Desert nearly 


2 000 km south-east of 
Algiers, the official news 
agency APS reported yester- 
day. 


The agency said the mes- 
quitoes appeared to have 
been blown into the desert 
by south-west winds and 
Were ,capable of damaging 
OaSiS crops. — Ziana-Rir. 
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FROM THE REGISTRATIONS FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL BRISBANE CONFERENCE 


Following the surrender of the Japanese 
at Rabaul, New Britain, 15 September 1945, Regi ,; , 
Set: ’ gistrations are coming in steadily for 
troops of HQ 11 Division occupied the Rabaul the next Annual Conference of the Society 


area. Owing to destruction by Allied air which will be held in Brisbane, concurrently 
attack of all above-ground (facilities the with EXPO 88, on May 14-19 this year. 


Japanese resorted to extensive use of tunnels Members are reminded that registrations 


in or et were hos Seve picture ae ae received after the end of February will attract 
notice board placed at the entrance of a tunne a late fee. Forms were enclosed with the 


in which was found a collection of medical November Bulletin and extras can be obtained 
volumes belonging to the Rabaul Commonwealth from Margaret Schneider Entomology 
Health Laboratory and an insect collection from Department, University of Queensland, St. 


the Keravat Agricultural Laboratory. Lucia, QLD 4067. Delegates intending to give 
papers at the conference should get their titles 
and abstracts in without delay. This will be a 
big conference with a tight programme and 
there is no guarantee that papers received 
after the enrolment deadline will be accepied. 


This item kindly communicated by Mrs 
Margaret Spencer of Werris Creek, NSW, who 
was herself a medical entomologist in Papua 
New Guinea. The photograph is reproduced 
by courtesy of the Australian War Memorial. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 


"Scientific and common names of insects and 
allied forms occurring in Australia". Published 
by CSIRO. Edited by P.B. Carne. 120 pp. 
Available for $8.00 posted from CSIRO 


Bookshop, 314 Albert Street, East Melbourne, 
Vic 3002. 


This essential publication for all 
Australian entomologists has just appeared in 
its 5th Edition since it was first issued in 
1955. It has been prepared at the request of 
the Standing Committee on Agriculture and the 
working group who laboured” over its 
preparation comprised Dr P.B. Carne as 
Convenor plus Drs B.K. Cantrell and I.D. 
Galloway (Queensland DPI), Dr M.d. Fletcher 
(NSW Department of Agriculture), Mr L.D 
Crawford (Victorian Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Affairs), Mr A. Terauds (Tasmanian 
Department of Agriculture) and Mr _ K.T. 
Richards (WA Department of Agriculture). 


There are many changes, additions and 
deletions from the names in the 1980 list and 
readers with some Latin will be intrigued to 
find that Epilachna vigintioctopunctata is now 
the "twenty-six spotted potato ladybird" while 
Epilachna vigintisexpuntata has become its 
"twenty-eight spotted" colleague! There are 
also a few improvements in format and 
presentation, the most important being the 
addition of common names to the systematic list 
at the rear, and a compilation of commonly 
used abbreviations for author's names. 


With this edition Phil Carne (now retired) 
ceases his worthy efforts as chief compiler of 
the list and Murray Fletcher is to act in the 
interim as receiver of suggestions for update 
information for the next edition. His address 
is: BCRI, Private Bag No. 10, Rydalmere, 
NSW 2116. 


m uide to the genera of beetles of South 
Australia" by .—£.G. Matthews. 67 pp. 
Published by the South Australian Museum. 
Available for $10.95 (plus $1.50 postage) from: 


Niuseum Shop, South Australian Museum, North 
Terrace, Adelaide, SA 5000. 


This is the fifth in the most useful series 
of illustrated keys to genera of South 
Australian beetles being progressively written 
by Eric Matthews and published by the South 
Australian Museum in its Special Educational 
Bulletin Series. This volume treats’ the 
Tenebrionidae and related families, and its 
cover is graced by another of Jenni Thurmer's 
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wonderful paintings of bectles in life-like pose. 
This one is a species of desert pie-dish beetle. 
To traditionalists its given name of Hele: sp. 
will cause surprise. However the replaccinent 
of Ilelaeus by Helea is just one of the many 
upsets being caused by the long overdue 
scrutiny of our neglected tenebrionids by Eric 
flatthews, John Lawrence and others. Many of 


them are being first brought to a_ wider 
audience in this booklet. 


Although the nominal boundary for the 
coverage by this series of booklets is given as 
the border of the state of South Australia 
many field entomologists are finding that the 
keys are useful for any part of inland 
Australia. For this reason they should be on 
the bookshelves of entomologists in all States. 


"Protect Your Citrus" 149 pp. Queensland 
Department of Primary Industries. Price 
$18.00 plus postage costs of $5.00 surface or 
$12.00 airmaii. Available from DPI Information 
Centre, GPO Box 46, Brisbane, QLD 4001. 


This mew handbook deals’ with the 
day-to-day decisions required to control 
insects, mites, diseases, nematodes, weeds and 
birds. Two options are offered for citrus 
frowers: an IPM system and a managed 
spraying system. The IPM system involves the 
release and conservation of the natural enemies 
of citrus pests, and the managed spraying 


system relies more on _ rational use of 
pesticides, 


The book also covers’ honey bee 
pollination, interstate movement of fruit and 
plant material, spray equipment and pesticide 
safety measures. Included with the book are 
wall charts of the two pest management 
programmes for quick and easy reference in 
the spraying shed. 


PROTECT YOUR 
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NOTICE OF THE 19TH 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The Society's 19th Annual General Meeting 
will be held at Grace College, University of 
Queensland, at 8.00 pm on Sunday 15th May 
1988. 


AGENDA 
1. Opening 
2. General Announcements 
Die Announcenients of Proxies 
4, Deaths of members recorded since the 


18th AGM 

9. Minutes of 18th AGM (published in News 
Bulletin for August 1987) 

6. Executive Annual Report, including 
Reports of Chief Editor, Treasurer, 
Business Manager and News’ Bulletin 
Editor 

7. Committee Reports 
(a) Conservation Committec 
(b) Promotional Publications Committee 

8. The Mackerras Medal for Excellence in 
Entomology - 1988 

9. Competitions - announcement of awards 
(a) Student Award - 1988 
(b) Biological Illustration Competitions - 

1988 

10, Business arising from 35th Council 
Meeting 

11. Subscriptions for 1989 

12. Announcement of Office-bearers and 
Councillors for 1988/89 

13. Interim report of the 19th AGM 
Organising Committee Convener 

i4, Progress report of the 20th AGM 
Organising Committee Convener 

15. Other Business (as arranged with the 
Secretary not later than 17 April) 

16. Closure 
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CALL FOR NOMINATION 
OF OFFICE BEARERS 
AND COUNCILLORS 


The following offices will fall vacant at 
the Society's 19th Annual General Meeting on 
15 May 1988. Nominations for election should 
be made on the form at the back of this News 
Bulletin and should reach the Secretary not 
later than 7th April 1988. 


VACANT OFFICE PRESENT INCUMBENT 
President ++ Mr T, Passlow 
Vice-President ++ Dr G.H.L. Rothschild 
secretary ++ Dr P.B. Carne 
Treasurer ++ Mr T.A. Weir 
Chief Editor + Dr N.W. Heather 
Business Manager + Mr J.F. Donaldson 
Public Officer + Dr P.B. Carne 
Technical Editors + Dr P.B. Allsopp 
+ Dr B.K, Cantrell 
+ Dr J, Rogers 
News Bulletin Editor + Dr G.B, Monteith 


Regional Councillors 


OLD + Miss M.A. Schneider 
+ Dr E, Hassan 
+ Mr M.F. Downes 
NSW ++ Dr P.C. Gregg 
+ Dr D.F. Hales 
++ Mr J.A. Macdonald 
VIC ++ Dr P.P. Stahle 
+ Mr D.M. Ewart 
ACT ++ Dr J.C. Daly 
+ Mr C.A.M. Reid 
TAS + Mr A.C. Rath 
SA + Dr D.A. Mackay 
+ Mrs A. Wells 
WA + Mrs A.R. Hill 
NT + Mr E.S.C. Smith 


Representative Councillors 
Ent. Soc. QLD * Mr G. Daniels 
Ent. Soc. NSW * Dr M.J. Fletcher 
Ent. Soc. VIC * Mr K.L. Walker 


+ eligible for re-election to this office 
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the ACT. 


(P.B. Carne) 
Public Officer 
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prior to the meeting(s) concerned). 
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Special General Meeting, as the case may be, of the Society, to be held on 


the 15th to 18th days of May, 1988 and at any adjournment thereof. 
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NOMINATION OF OFFICE BEARER 
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I accept this nomination* 
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* The nominee is requested to attach a typed statement, no exceeding 300 
words, which includes the following: his/her professional qualifications, 
address, institution, position held, fields of entomological interest, 
previous offices or appointments held in the Society; and other information 
which may be of Assistance to members should a postal ballot be required. 
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19TH AGM AND SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE 


TO BE HELD AT THE 


UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND, BRISBANE 
14-19TH MAY 1988 


UPDATE ON THE ELTHAM COPPER BUTTERFLY 


Members will be gratified to hear that the 
Eltham copper butterfly's status is much 
healthicr than previously believed. Recent 
investigations by Pat Vaughan, David Crosby 
and myself have uncovered new populations 
and it now appears that this subspecies is rare 
(not endangered). The butterfly is known to 
exist in three specific localities within Victoria, 
including the Eltham - Greensborough district 
near Melbourne. Significant populations occur 
on reserved land at two localities (Kiata, 
Castlemaine), however, the population at 
Eltham is still considered to be endangered and 
therefore merits concern (see AES News 
Bulletin, Vol. 23, Part 3). | 


At present nine colonies are known to 
occur in the Eltham - Greensborough district; 
six are relatively small, while three are 
sufficiently large and viable to warrant active 
conservation measures for their long-term 
protection. Three of the smaller (minor) 
colonies occur on private land (residential 
housing blocks) and, unless continuing care is 
shown by local houscholders, virtually have no 
guarantee as to their long-term survival. The 
other three minor colonies, which occur on 
public Innd (bushland reserves), are possibly 
non-viable as they are extremely limited by 
size and degraded habitat. Of the larger 
(major) colonies, two occur on private land 
which is currently being prepared for housing 
subdivision, but if sufficient funds are raised 


soon, part of the land will be purchased and 
managed by the Department of Conservation, 
Forests and Land as a permanent butterfly 
reserve. Another major colony occurs on 
public land in excellent habitat, but this land 
may be sold by the Ministry for Education. 


It is therefore essential that at lenst one 
of these major colonies be retained for this 
suburban population to have any real chance 
of survival. Depending on the amount of 
money raised, it would be highly desirable to 
save all three major colonies as a safeguard 
against population collapse or accidental loss of 


any one colony, and to maintain the local 
genetic variability. 


Donations 


The donation form is enclosed to assist 
you. The form was produced by the Appeal 
Committee last year in an effort to raise money 
for the purchase of part of the land 
supporting two of the major colonies which are 
threatened by housing development at Eltham. 
Readers should note that some of the 
information on the back of the form is now out 
of date and that the Eltham copper issue is 
essentially a question of local extinction rather 
than species extinction. 
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